
November 17, 2016

The Honorable Paul Ryan    The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Speaker of the House     Senate Majority Leader
1233 Longworth House Offi ce Building   317 Russell Senate Offi ce Building
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi    The Honorable Harry Reid 
House Minority Leader     Senate Minority Leader
233 Cannon House Offi ce Building   522 Hart Senate Offi ce Building 
Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader McConnell, Leader Pelosi, and Leader Reid:

With the 114th Congress coming to a close, the Aerospace Industries Association (AIA) and the leaders of our 
member companies would like to express our strong support for efforts to pass appropriations legislation providing 
full year FY 17 funding for the federal government.

The aerospace and defense industry, including over 320 AIA members and our supply chain, provides 1.7 million 
american jobs and 13% of the nations manufacturing employment. Aerospace and defense is the manufacturing 
sector’s leading net exporter, generating a record trade surplus of $81 bilion in 2015. It is arguably the most 
successful manufacturing sector in our country and contributes signifi cantly to our nation’s economic growth, 
stability, and national security.

This record of success developed during a time of great uncertainty and instability in both the marketplace and 
with regard to annual government funding. The work we do supports one of the most innovative aspects of 
our economy, including maintaining our military prowess, the development of a dynamic aerospace sector and 
furthering space exploration. Few things could provide a greater sense of stability for our industry going forward 
than completing fi nal FY 17 appropriations bills.

AIA and its member companies are greatful for your leadership which enabled completion of a multiyear 
reauthorization of the ExIm Bank last fall. As part of completing any FY 17 appropriations legislation, we ask you to 
restore the full functionality of the Export Import Bank (ExIm) by allowing the Bank to attain a quorum on its board. 
We strongly urge you to pass the ExIm Bank quorum provisions found in both the House and Senate versions of 
the FY 17 State and Foreign Operations appropriations measures.

This language would restore the Bank’s ability to authorize proposed transactions over $10 million and, as a result, 
quickly clear a backlog of more that 30 export sales with a total value of more than $20 billion. Failure to act on a 
quorum for ExIm delays opportunities for hundreds of small and medium sized businesses in the aerospace and 
defense supply chain as well as the millions of people they employ.

In conclusion we ask that you support U.S. economic stability and national security by completing FY 17 
appropriations bills restoring the quorum to the ExIm Bank Board.

Sincerely,

____________________________________
David F. Melcher 
Lieutenant General, USA (Ret.) 
President & CEO
Aerospace Industries Association

____________________________________
Marillyn Hewson 
Chairman, AIA 
Chairman, President, & CEO
Lockheed Martin Corporation

____________________________________
Dennis A. Muilenburg 
Vice Chairman, AIA 
Chairman, President & CEO
The Boeing Company



Michael T. Strianese
Chairman, President & CEO

L-3 Communications

Robert Strain
President

Ball Aerospace

Wes Bush
Chairman, President & CEO
Northrop Grumman Corp.

David Joyce
Chairman, AIA

President & CEO
GE Aviation

Tim O. Mahoney
President & CEO

Honeywell Aerospace

Gerard J. DeMuro
President and CEO
BAE Systems, Inc.

Scott C. Donnelly
Chairman & CEO

Textron Inc.

David P. Hess
Sr. VP Aerospace Business Dev.

United Technologies 
Corporation

Robert Kelly Ortberg 
Chairman, President & CEO

Rockwell Collins

Karl Hutter 
President & CEO
Click Bond, Inc.

Anne Shybunko-Moore
President/Owner

GSE Dynamics, Inc.

William Brown
Chairman, President & CEO

Harris Corporation












